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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer 

of  Health  for  the  Year  1937 


To  the  Penllyn  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31st, 
1937. 

A.— STATISTICS  & SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area 98366  acres. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

mid-1937  3310 


Number  of  inhabited  hous.es  (end  of  1937)  according  to 
rate  books  


971 


Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £34  18  0 

Rateable  value  .’ £8866 


Vital  Statistics — 


/Legitimate  

Live  Births/Illegitimate  


M. 

25 

1 


F. 

21 

1 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  .estimated  population 


M. 

0 

0 


Total. 

46 

2 

48 

14.4 

F. 

1 

2 


/ Legitimate  

Still  Births/Illegitimate 

Rate  per  1000  total  births 58  82 

Twt,  F-  Total. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  13  29 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (CF-  .83)  ...  ..P.P'.  n.03 


Deaths  from  Puerberal  Causes 


0 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  62.5. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 65.2 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitmate  live  births  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  9 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  0 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  FOR  THE  AREA  DURING  THE 

YEAR. 

M.  F. 

Digestive  Diseases 0 2 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  4 1 

Congenital  Debility  Premature  Birth,  eto.  ...  0 1 

Senility  1 0 

Diabetes  1 1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc 1 2 

Heart  Disease 1 2 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 4 3 

Bronchitis 0 1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  1 1 

Peptic  Ulcer  1 0 

^Appendicitis  0 1 

Influenza  2 0 

Cancer  3 6 

Other  Defined  Diseases 2 2 

Total  21  23 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  0 

Cancer  Death  Rate  ...  ...  2.72. 

Chronic  Nephritis 1.51. 

Cardio  Yascular  Diseases 7.55. 


3.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Public  Health  Officers — 

M.O.H.  (part-time) — Robt.  Jones,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Sanitary  Inspector  (part-time) — E.  T.  Roberts,  Tytandder 
wen,  Baia. 


There  were  no  changes  in  any  of  the  following:  — 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

(c)  (Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(d)  Hospital  Facilities. 


The  various  Clinics  available  for  consultations  are: — 

(a)  Tuberculosis  (King  Edward  VII.  Welsh  National 
Memorial) . 

(b)  Infant  Welfare. 

(c)  Orthopaedic  for  children  The  County  Council  Scheme. 

For  old  people  The  Merioneth  Voluntary 
Orthopaedic  Association. 

(d)  Ante  Natal  (County  Scheme). 


C.~ SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Work  on  the  new  piped  supplies  for  Llanfor,  Rhosygwalia, 
and  Llawrbettws  were  completed  during  the  year,  and  are  g-ivinn 
satisfactory  service.  & b 


I would  again  emphasise  the  need  for  piped  supple  for 
Llanuwchllyn  village.  There  is  definite  danger  of  pollution  in 
tne  existing  wells.  1 

A vfpr  convenient  and  satisfactory  source  was  investigated 

2try  e£fort  should  be  to  «¥*» 


Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Pollution. 

tWApart  from,  Seneral  repairs  and  minor  additions  at  Llanfor 
there  were  no  changes  during  the  year.  ’ 


Public  Cleansing. — No  changes 


r 


Closet  Accommodation. 


r 


Total  number  of  Water  Closets 
Total  number  of  Pail  Closets 

Total  number  of  Rivies 

Total  number  of  Closets  serving 
Total  more  than  one  house 
Total  number  converted  into  W.C. 


134 

5? 

425 

50 

3 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Number  of  formal  notices  issued 

Number  complied  with  

Number  of  informal  notices  issued  

Number  complied  with  

Number  of  new  houses  completed — 

(a)  by  Local  Sanitary  Authority 

(b)  by  private  enterprise 

Number  of  plans  new  houses,  buildings,  etc. 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  

Visits  to  cowsheds  

Number  of  visits  re  defects 

Visits  to  dairies 

Number  of  notices  re  defects 

Visits  to  slaughter  houses  

Number  of  notices  re  defects 

Notices  re  removal  of  ashes 

Notices  re  removal  of  manure  

Notices  re  defective  drains 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  


15 

14 

10 

10 


0 

2 

3 

3 

46 

21 

15 

2 

12 

2 

0 

4 
3 

12 


Schools. 


Water  was  laid  on  to  Parc  and  Celyn  schools  and  the  new 
supply  at  Llawrybettws  is  now  available  for  that  school. 

There  were  no  serious  epidemics  amongst  the  school 
children. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  20  registered  milk  dealers  in  the  district,  one  of 
them  being  licenced  to  produce  and  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

The  cowhouses  and  dairies  were  regularly  inspected  and  re- 
ported upon  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Thirty-two  samples 
were  sent  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  for  Laboratory 
Examination. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Slaughter  houses,  meat  shops  and  bakehouses  were  per- 
iodically inspected. 

No  carcases  were  condemned  on  account  of  Tuberculosis  or 
any  other  pathological  conditions. 

No  statistics  are  available  of  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  during  the  year. 


D.— HOUSING. 

1 • Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  26 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  43 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Reg- 
ulations, 1925  s 26 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  26 


t 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  i. 


state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation 5 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 21 


2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices. — 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Lotal 
Authority  or  their  Officers 10 

7. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Hous- 
mg  Act,  1936  : 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  15 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  10 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  whi'ch  not- 

ices were  served  requiring  delects  to  be  rem- 
edied   26 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 


(a.)  By  owners  -10 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Dem- 

olition Orders  were  made  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders •••  o 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 


(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit...  0 


q. — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  18 

(ii)  Number  of  families-  dwelling  therein  19 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  94 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  dur- 

ing the  year 0 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  1 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  3 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding 0 

There  are  no  later  statistics  with  regard  to  overcrowding 
than  those  supplied  in  the  annual  report  for  1936.  and  no  houses 
have  been  closed  under  the  Slum  Clearance  or  other  Act. 

There  is  a shortage  of  houses  in  the  larger  villages,  Llan- 
dderfel  in  particular. 


On  the  oth.er  hand  there  are  instances  of  difficulty  in  letting 
good  houses  in  parts  remote  from  village  or  town. 

The  Council  are  adopting  a policy  of  building  houses  of  three 
and  four  bedrooms  with  a view  to  dealing  with  Slum  Clearance 
and  overcrowding  in  one  scheme. 


At  Llandderfel  suitable  land!  has  been  acquired  for  building 
two  blocks  of  four  houses,  each  block  to  contain  2 three-bed- 
roomed  houses  and  2 four  bedroomed  houses.  Building  should 
be  commenced  early  in  1938. 


At  Arenig  suitable  land  has  been  acquired  for  building  a block 
of  two  houses,  one  three  and  one  four  bedroomed,  building-  should 
be  commenced  early  in  1938. 


At  Sarnau — Two  houses  to  be  built, 
been  decided  upon. 


No  suitable  site  has 


At  Llanfor  it  has  been  decided  to  erect  four  houses  Three 
sites  were  inspected,  but  no  final  decision  come  to  as  to  types  of 
houses  or  site. 


At  Llanuwchllyn  a suitable  site  has  been  decided, 
building  two  or  four  houses. 


upon  for 


At  Rhosygwalia  four  hous.es  are  to  be  built,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  a most  charming  site  above  the  existing  derelict  liousesf 'll 
be  procured  for  the  purpose.  This  is  where  the  most  sSous 
case  oi  overcrowding  exists. 

F-  PREVALENCE  of  and  control  oyer  infectious 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


£ .,.Thfe  ?;ere1 110  c^anges  in  Laboratory  arrangements  for 
tacilitatnig  the  diagnosis  of  or  treatment  of  infectious  diseases, 
lhe  cases  notified  are  summarised  in  the  following  table: 


Disease. 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Cases  admit- 
ted to 
Hospital. 

Total  deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 (age  7) 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

1 (age  18) 

1 

0 

The  enteric  fever  cas.e  was  P-Typhoid  and  was  imported 

Tuberculosis. 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1937: 


Age 

Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Res- 

piratory. 

N on-res- 
piratory. 

Res- 

piratory. 

N on-res- 
pirator V. 

0— 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1— 

5— 

15— 

25— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65  upwards 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 otals  

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

There  is  no  evidence  of  neglect  of  notification. 


I beg  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  County  M.O.H.,  the  Clerk, 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  members  of  the  Council  for  their  co- 
operation and  assistance. 

I am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


ROBERT  JONES. 

" Cyfnod ” Office,  Bala. 


